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Dear Dr Brown 

National Qualifications – Recognising Positive Achievement 

I write on behalf of ACCSSHTA, Aberdeen City Council Secondary Schools Head 

Teachers Association to raise our very grave concerns regarding the withdrawal of 

the “fall back” facility for allowing candidates unsuccessful at National 5 to achieve a 

National 4 award.  We are also concerned about the manner in which this has been 

arbitrarily announced without discussion or investigation as to how this may be 

maintained. 

Our overarching concern is that this seems to work against the whole idea of “raising 

the bar”.  It removes the opportunity for borderline pupils to demonstrate that they 

could pass at National 5C, without the safety net of a National 4.  Given more 

recognition to a D award, and the proposal for an E award, will not change the fact 

that these are not a passes and they will not be valued by pupils, parents or staff. 

All our schools encourage pupils to aspire for the best National Qualifications they 

can – withdrawing this facility will now mean pupils will have to be “categorised” as 

National 4 much earlier in the course.  

There are serious workload implications for subject staff.  Many (most in some 

schools), National classes operate a bi or even tri-level.  Teachers do not know for 

certain at the beginning of a course which pupils will be firm National 5 candidates.  

Under the new arrangements those who may be National 4 will be required to pass 

all Units, while National 5 candidates will not have unit assessments.  An alternative 

to leave the National 4 units until the end of the course for those who definitely 

require this will be demanding on weaker students and would be an administrative 

burden. 



Teachers may feel under pressure to put all pupils through National 4 Unit 

Assessments defeating the rationale behind removing National 5 Units in the first 

place. 

It would seem to us that a meaningful but fairly short engagement with schools – 

such as a simple questionnaire on this one issue would have thrown up some 

sensible compromises, which would allow us to keep the integrity of a National 4 

Award while maintaining the facility to Award through a Recognising Positive 

Achievement, safety net. 

We would urge the SQA to address this flaw in the new arrangements as a matter of 

urgency. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

A Muirhead on behalf of 

ACCSSHTA 

 

cc: Education and Skills Committee 


